


Design Guidelines

• Chapter 1: 12th Street Design Traditions

• Chapter 2: Guidelines for Historic Properties

• Chapter 3: Guidelines for New Construction

• Chapter 4: Guidelines for Streetscape and 
Landscape



Building Alignment 
and Orientation



Architectural Features



Building Form and Scale

• Low sloping, side gable or flat roofs
• Mansard roof for three story
• Structures usually long, narrow and 

rectangular in form
• Majority 2 story buildings with 1- and 3- 

story buildings 
• Materials include brick, stone, and wood 

frame



• Side entry with a one story porch
• Corner shops with wide, angular, covered 

entries
• Windows and door opening symmetrical
• Stone lentils above windows and doors
• Chimneys



Streetscape and 

Landscape Features



Architectural Styles

Italianate

Queen Anne

Warehouse Structures



Guidelines for Historic Properties

Chapter 2:

• Character Defining Features
• Building Materials
• Individual Building Elements
• Alterations
• New additions to historic buildings



Alterations



Historic Buildings-New Additions

•Balconies should be in character 
with the building

•Handrails should be simple in 
design



Guidelines for New Construction 
Chapter 3:

•Building Alignment
•and Orientation

Building Form, Mass, and Scale

Building 
Materials



New Construction

Façade Composition

Architectural Character



Guidelines for Streetscape and 
Landscape Features

Chapter 4:
• Landscape
• Parking and Access
• Site Features
• Parks
• Medians
• Sidewalks
• Corner Lots
• Signs



Landscape
Tree plantings

Site Features



Parking and Access



Parks

Whenever possible, provide filtered 
views from the back yards of 
properties on Watkins Street.

Reflect historic paving materials in 
hard surfaces in parks.



Medians and Sidewalks



Corner Lots

Buildings should be positioned at a corner when feasible

Relocate an existing building to newly formed corner or 
construct a new compatible infill

Create an active outdoor activity



Signs

• Should be kept to a minimum
• Integrate a sign on a buildings façade 

when possible
• Utilized shielded light fixtures to minimize
• Consult Historic Covington Design 

Guidelines on signs.
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