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The Kenton County Court House at Independence was designed by the
Cincinnati firm Of Fahrenstock & Robertson and was built by Northcut
Brothers, a prominent Covington contractor.  Shown here shortly after its
completion in 1911, the property was re-surveyed as part of the 2000-2001
survey. 
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The seat of government in Kenton County is shared by Independence and
Covington.  Formerly, however, the county seat was at Independence,
which is located near the geographical center of the county.  The
community is shown here in a map from the 1883 county atlas. 
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This excerpt from the 1883 Atlas of Boone, Kenton, and Campbell
Counties, Kentucky, illustrates the general area of the 2000-2001
survey project.  Independence, the county seat is near the middle of
the image 
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The eclectic Metcalf-Stevens House of 1887, located at 5241 Madison Pike
in Independence, is listed individually on the National Register of Historic
Places.  In order to assure its integration into the database of the Northern
Kentucky Area Planning Commission, the property was resurveyed as part
of the project.  This image is from a tinted post card that is part of the
collection of the Greater Cincinnati Memory Project. 
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In 1928, this new home was featured in the Kentucky Post.  It is
located in Winston Park, a carefully planned subdivision dating
from the mid-1920’s.  The house appears in a poor quality
microfilmed image from an issue of the Kentucky Post.  Its present
condition is illustrated on the cover of this Report 
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This map of the survey area was prepared by the Northern
Kentucky Area Planning Commission.  In addition to Taylor Mill
and Independence, only a small portion of unincorporated Kenton
County was surveyed. 
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In May, 1920, this street scene was photographed in Independence, looking north from
the area in front of the Court House.  Most of the buildings appearing in the picture are
extant.  The large building with the mansard roof has been altered with the removal of its
distinctive roof.  This image is part of the collection of the Greater Cincinnati memory
Project.   
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The Oxley House at Independence (KE-I-9) is one of the finest
historic residential properties outside the Kenton County Ohio River
communities. 
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The preservation of distinctive historic architecture such as this
board-and-batten house at 751 Stephens Road (KE-TM-5) should
always be part of the planning process. 
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Historic architecture from the twentieth century is also an important
element in the heritage of Kenton County.  This Dutch Colonial
Revival-style home at 201 Pelly Road (KE-I-60) may be the product
of a mail-order catalog from the 1920’s. 



������ ����	�� 
����


���
���� 
�������� ������� ���
�� ����
�� ���
����

�	���� � �	���� ������	
��� ����  
 
 
  

 
 19 

���������	������������������
��"
������	������������ ���� ���	�%�	�����%��0�	���
	
�������6%	������

�������"���"�  ��� ��	���
��	�
��	���������6��	��	������"�������%	�%�	����$��6������������������
����

%	�%�	������������
��
��	�
��	��������������
	��#��������� �"�������
 
����6��	��	���������$�������	������

%����	��$�	������	"������%%��	��
�$�%�	
���$��	
����
�
	� ��	��"���$���
#$�����"���� ������	� ��������

���������	������� �
�����$����

����������#��0����	���������� ���������	��%�
���������	��	������
����������

��������	� �"��������
���������� ��	�% ��$��	����� ��� 
"��$���  ��
	��
��$��	�"$���
#��������%�����
���

��	����	�%�	�����%��0�	���
	
����  ���������	�  ���"%��	����������	���#�

�

�	�%�	�����%��0�	���
	
�����"�������
���	�!	���	���������4�"
���� ���%������������	�������

���
�����
�$����
��"�����
�"%��������
��������������%�	��

 �	��������
� �'
���	�!	���	����4/��	������

%�	��

 �	�%����	���������� �%"�����������
�
����'
���	�!	���	�����/#��0����	�����������
�������
���	�

!	���	������	�2
�	������������%	�%�	���	������������������ ������	������� �
�����$��������$���	�"�����%$�

����"���	�� �$�������
	����������#��0����	�����������
�������
���	�!	���	����4�	�2
�	������������%	�%�	���

�%%��	���������  �������������
	��������%�	�����������
�����������������������
� �
����������
�����9��������

������� ��������	���

"���#�

�

��������������	�%�	�����%��0�	���
	
�����  �������
����	� ����	��
� ��
�"%	�"��������	������	���$�

��� ��������

����������������������	�
���	�"���%	�%�	��=�����	�  ���� �������
������������������������	��

�����	��%�
���������� �"�������������	��������� ��������#��0���	��	����	��
 �������%	�%�	��=��	������������

�����	���$��������������
 ����������������
����	��� ��������$����$����	�"�������������
�
	�$����
 �������

�����
����	

���������"����	����
����
 �������"%�
������	�� ��
%����������	�  ������	�
�
��	�
��	����

����%	�%�	��#�

�

�

�



������ ����	�� 
����


���
���� 
�������� ������� ���
�� ����
�� ���
����

�	���� � �	���� ������	
��� ����  
 
 
  

 
 20 

���6�������6����>����������2��������������

�	�%�	�����%��00�	���
	
���"
������������������
 ��	 ��	�� �
������������!	���	����4�%����	�����

"�	
���� �� ���� ���
��	�� � ���� �%"���� �������

�������!�
�����
	����������	��������������
��
�#��

0���������
��
������������

�	����
���	�������	"�����

!	���	���� !$� ���� %	�%�	��� "
��� �6������ 	���� ��

���������� �� 
��	�
��	����
�� ��� �� %�	��

 �	�

�	
����
�
	� � ��� �� '��
 
����� G���
��	�� �

��	��

 �	H/��	�"
����������%	��

��������������	�

�	��
� ��	�������	� ���������!�
�����	�	���������


 ��	 ��������� �#��0���	��	����2
� ������	�������� �

�������	�  ������$� ������ 	���
	
��� "
��� � ��� ���

����
������������������!�
���=�������	�
�
����6��$�

"
�������������
����	

�����	�����	������
2
�	���

�������
��
���
	����������	��������������
��
�$�����"
���%��������	
����
�
	� �����
	����"� �"���
����

�����	�����
����	

����#��

�

������%	�%�	�����"
���%�����������������	�����������	���$�	���������������	"$�"������$�����

����� �������
��������������������
� ���� ������	
����
�
	�#��	�%�	��������
 ��%������������	��������
����
��

����������	�"�������������	��	����� ���������
��������"���������	�
����	

������	��
	��������%�	���������

���������������������
��
��'�������������<$�%����,9/#��0����	������������������
 ���������������������� ����

�
		�
������ �� %	�%�	��� ���� ������� ����� �		��	����� �� 
�"%	�"����$� ��	� �6�"% �$� ��� "���	��

���� �%"���@����"���	������ �%"���������


		������%	�6�"�����������"�������%	�%�	��$��
���
�����

 ����"
������ ��
 
���� ��� ������"��������
	����� ��� ���� �� ����%	�%�	��� ��� 
������ ���� �������
� �

�����	�
�����
	���������������%�	��������������
��
�#���

 

Rural areas of Kenton County do not exhibit a wide variety of
historic commercial architecture.  This diminutive building on
McCullum Road in Independence (KE-I-32) dates from the 1920’s
and was built for an insurance company, which it continues to serve
at the time of the survey. 
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Stone is an unusual building material in rural Kenton County.  As
such, this 1886 Gothic Revival style building, located in the
Independence Cemetery (KE-I-12) assumes an even heightened
significance. 
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Saint Anthony Roman Catholic Church at Taylor Mill
(KE-TM-10) represents the suburban development of
northern Kenton County. 
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Ibid., pp. 47-48. 
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Although significantly altered from its original appearance, the
Forest Hills School (KE-TM-13) is nonetheless and important
component in Kenton County’s educational history.   



������ ����	�� 
����


���
���� 
�������� ������� ���
�� ����
�� ���
����

�	���� � �	���� ������	
��� ����  
 
 
  

 
 27 

��	�%�	�����%��0F4��
� ������	�����������	������������������������	��	����� ��6��	��	��
	��
���'�	�
���	�

����/� �	�� ����
�� ���� ��� �������
����%	�%�	��������� ����	� ����	��	�� '% ��$������ ���$� ��
#/� ����������

	�������#��0����	������������������
�������������
��� �%����������������������� ������������
	���'"������$�

������	�����$�	������	"$���
#/����
��������������
� �������%�#��0����	��������
�!�����������������������

�������
� ���������
�����% ���� �"��������
	����"�����%�����

�	����	�� ��%�
� � ��� ���� ����������� ���� ���������� 
���
	���$�

��
 
��������� ������
%����"����	�����������$�����
	����������

������	�$�����	��
� ����$���
#����� ������������������	�������	�

�	����� ��
�
����$��	�%�	�����%��0F4�	���
	
������
 ��	��������

�
�������� �%	�%�	������������	��	����� ���������$�������	������

%����	�$��������������
����%�	������������	��	����� �� ��	�% ��#�

�

*���	�"���� ��
� ����������������!�
����
������
���

�	�%�	�����%��0F!#��������%	�%�	������	�� �"������������	������

�6�"% ��$�����"��������� ��������
����������������!�
����

!�
	����
������0���%�����
�#���	�%�	�����%��0F!��
� �����

"
��� 	������ �����	���� ���  �
�����$� ������$� �������$� ��	��

"�����%$� ����"���	�� �� ��� 	�� �
�� ����	�%����������� ����	�"���� � 	���
	
���������� ���� 
����6�����

�������!�
���=���	
����
�
	� ���	�����#��0����	��������
����
������
����������������	�"�����
� ����=��

 �
��������������	����� ���������%	�%�	����%�
���
�  ���
2
�	�����	�%
� �
�%
	%����#��0����	������������������

��������������	��������������������	�"�����
� ����=��	� ��������%�������� �
�����$���
 
���������
	���

�

����������
���	�"�������	���$�������
�	%�	������������
��� ��	�$�����%	����
�����"��
	������������$�

��
#�����������
����������	��������
����
����������������  �����%	�
 
�����%	�%�	��=��������� ���� ����	�

	�����	������'�������������<$�%����,9/#���	�%�	�����%��0F4��
� ������	�����������	������������������������	�

 

The Veterans’ Memorial on the ground of the Kenton
County Courthouse at Independence (KE-I-1) is a
significant commemorative object within the context
of local military history.   
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Agricultural outbuildings such as this dairy barn on Stephens Road
(KE-TM-4) provide important reminders of Kenton County’s
former agrarian character. 
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This elementary school-age coloring book includes a history of the property as well as the
identification of significant architectural details. 
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Self-guided published walking tours assist the local resident and the visitor alike to
develop a sense of history and an appreciation for the architectural heritage of a particular
area. 
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1999- Governor’s Sound Land Use Advisory Committee, Office of Governor Tom Ridge, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania 



 

 
 40 

 
1998-1999 Steering Committee for the development of a Historic Preservation Plan for the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
 
1995-  Board of Directors, Preservation Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (Treasurer, 1996-1997; 

President, 1998-present) 
   
1994  Steering Committee, International Countryside Stewardship Exchange in Pennsylvania, Center for 

Rural Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 
1993  Rural Tourism Roundtable, Center for Rural Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
 
1993  Project Planner Status, Bureau of Community Planning, Pennsylvania Department of Community 

Affairs 
 
1988-1992 Member, Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board (Chairman, 1991-1992) 
 
1985  Steering Committee, 8th Annual Pennsylvania Conference on Historic Preservation, State College, 

Pennsylvania 
 
1984-1986 Resource Teams, National Main Street Center, National Trust for Historic Preservation, Washington, 

D.C. 
 
1984-1990     Board of Directors, Brookville Area Chamber of Commerce (President, 1984-1985) 
 
1984-        Jefferson County Redevelopment Authority (Chairman, 1988-present) 
 
1983-1986     Brookville Planning Commission (Secretary, 1985-1986) 
 
1984-1998 Jefferson County Development Council (Vice President, 1984-1987; President, 1987-1989) 
 
1983-1998       Brookville Industrial Foundation (Vice President, 1984-1987) 
 
1982-1983     Downtown Council Columbus [Ohio] Chamber of Commerce 
 
1978-1981 Architecture and Building Trades Advisory Board, Muskingum Area Technical College, Zanesville, 

Ohio 
 
1979-1980     Grants and Policy Committees, Ohio Historic Preservation Office, Columbus, Ohio 
 
1976-1980     Editor, Journal of the Ohio Folklore Society 
 
1978-1983 Grants Advisory Board, Joint Programs in Human Values and the Built Environment, Ohio Arts 

Council and Ohio Program in the Humanities (Chair, 1982-1983) 
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 SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND RELATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
“Brookville, Pennsylvania: A Case Study in Historic Preservation,” Oil Region Heritage Park Conference on 
Victorian Architecture, Franklin, Pennsylvania, 2000. 
 
“Erlanger, Kentucky: Portrait of a Railroad Suburb,” Kentucky Historic Preservation Conference, Louisville, 
Kentucky, 2000. 
 
Brookville, Pennsylvania: A Historic Architecture Coloring Book, 1996. 
 
"Design Among the Derricks: The Architecture of Oil City and Emlenton, Pennsylvania," Sixth Annual Oil Heritage 
Conference, Oil City, Pennsylvania, 1996. 
  
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania: A Historic Architecture Coloring Book [with Study Guide], 1995. 
 
"Historic Preservation as an Economic Development Tool," keynote address, and "Design Assistance as a Catalyst to 
Historic Preservation," presented at the annual meeting of Downtown Ohio, Inc., Columbus, Ohio, 1994. 
 
"Economic Development Strategies," presented as part of a statewide workshop series, "Rural Pennsylvania: Lost, 
Rediscovered, Sustained," The Center for Rural Pennsylvania, 1993. 
 
"Stemming the Decline in Small-Town Downtowns," Annual Conference of the Ohio Preservation Alliance, Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio, May, 1993. 
 
"Revitalizing Main Street: A Conference for Leaders in Business," two nationwide teleconferences sponsored by the 
Edward D. Jones Company, St. Louis, Missouri, 1993. 
 
"A Pennsylvania Community Keeps Its Water The Best," The Authority [Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities 
Association], February, 1992 (with Terry J. Rhinehart, P.E.). 
 
"The Rehabilitation and Reuse of Upper-Story Space in Historic Commercial Buildings," Pennsylvania Downtown 
Center, First Annual Statewide Downtown Conference, State College, Pennsylvania, 1991. 
 
"Walking Tour of Historic Brookville," Historic Brookville, Inc., 1991. 
 
"Organizing for Effective Downtown Design," Annual Ohio Historic Preservation Conference, Columbus, Ohio, 
May, 1990. 
 
"General Guidelines for Sensitive Facade Rehabilitation in Older Commercial Areas," Centerpiece [Pennsylvania 
Downtown Center], Vol. 1, No 3, March-April, 1989 (with William L. Snyder, Jr., R. A.). 
 
"Preserving Small-Town Main Streets," presented as part of a conference, "Historic Preservation--New Views and 
Old Values," West Chester University, West Chester, Pennsylvania, November, 1988. 
 
Keynote Speaker, Iowa Conference on Downtown Development, Marshalltown, Iowa, September, 1987. 
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"Brookville, Pennsylvania: A Town on the Move," The Authority [Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association}, 
April, 1987, pp. 1-7 (with Terry J. Rhinehart, P.E.). 
 
"The Role of the Project Manager in Downtown Revitalization," National Main Street Town Meeting, Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, September, 1986. 
 
"The New Main Streets in Pennsylvania Communities," Pennsylvanian [Pennsylvania State Association of 
Boroughs], August, 1986, p. 4 ff. 
 
Moderator, Seminar on Downtown Revitalization, Eighth Annual Pennsylvania Conference on Historic 
Preservation, State College, Pennsylvania, April, 1986. 
 
"Brookville's Looking Great," Main Street News [National Main Street Center of the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation], July, 1985. 
 
Keynote Address on Downtown Revitalization, Ohio Preservation Alliance, Annual Meeting, Hillsboro, Ohio, 1985. 
 
Panelist, Muskingum College Summer Symposium on Historic Preservation, New Concord, Ohio, 1985. 
 
"Effective Design for the Older Downtown," Sixth Annual Pennsylvania Conference on Historic Preservation, 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1984. 
 
Panelist on Downtown Revitalization, Pennsylvania Association of Housing and Redevelopment Agencies, Annual 
Meeting, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1983. 
 
Walking Tour of Zanesville's McIntire Terrace Historic District, funded and published through a grant from the 
Taylor-McHenry Foundation, Zanesville, Ohio, 1981. 
 
"They Like to Sing the Old Songs: An Introduction to the A. L. Phipps Family and to Their Music," John Edwards 
Memorial Foundation Quarterly [published at U.C.L.A.], Vol. 13, No. 45, pp. 29-37. 
 
"Gone But Not Forgotten: The Life and Work of a Traditional Tombstone Carver," Keystone Folklore, Vol. 21 
(1976-1977), pp. 14-33 (with Mary Helen Weldy). 
 
"Architectural Conservation and Small-Town Identity," Community College Social Science Association of America, 
Annual Meeting, Louisville, Kentucky, 1979. 
 
 
 AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND GRANTS 
 
2000  Keystone Historic Preservation Grants for the Rehabilitation of the Brockwayville Depot, Brockway, 

Pennsylvania as a senior citizens’ service center and of the Edleblute-Pearsall Building, Brookville, 
Pennsylvania as a local history museum; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
($168,750) 

 
2000  Historic Preservation Grant for the preparation of a National Register Multiple Property 
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Documentation Form and a historic district nomination, City of Erlanger, Kentucky; Kentucky 
Heritage Council ($10,000) 
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